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He said that if the Government did not remove the just grievances
of the Indians, then on the first day of the New Year, "all of us
should be ready again to suffer battle, again to suffer imprisonment
and march out.53
The Indian National Congress which met at Karachi in December
took a keen interest in the South African affairs though Gokhale
could not attend it due to heart trouble. The resolution dealing
with the struggle in South Africa expressed its abhorrence of the
cruel treatment to which the Indians were subjected in Natal in the
recent strikes. Nawab Syed Mohammed, the Congress President,
condemned the South African inquiry commission. This Congress
expressed "its warm and grateful appreciation of the heroic struggle
carried on by Mr. Gandhi and his co-workers" and called upon the
people of India, of all classes and creed, to continue to supply them
with funds.